Chapter Three
THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

The Political Intervention of the West

IN the nineteenth century the position of the minorities was
deeply affected by the impact of Europe upon the Ottoman
world. First of all, this impact took a political form. The
great European Powers found themselves faced with problems
created by the decline of the Ottoman Empire; they began to
intervene more directly than before in its internal affairs, in order
to secure influence over its Government with the object either
of hastening or of preventing its collapse. One of the main
pretexts of their intervention and of their quarrels with one
another was the relation between the Porte and its Christian
subjects. In the European provinces of the Empire, where
nationalist movements developed in the course of the century,
the result of European interference was the establishment of a
number of Christian states, all more or less hostile to the Empire:
Greece, Montenegro, Serbia, Bulgaria, Rumania. In the Asiatic
provinces, diplomatic pressure on the Porte secured a certain
amelioration in the status of the indigenous Christians and Jews.
The Sultan was persuaded to issue a number of formal edicts, of
which the most important were the Gulhane Decrees of 1839,
the Hatti Himayun of 1856, and the Constitution of 1876. These
decrees established the formal equality of civic rights and duties
of all Ottoman subjects, guaranteed tie essential liberties of the
individual, replaced an absolutist by a constitutional form of
government, and defined and guaranteed the position of the
millets. Although these undertakings were never fully carried
out, they were not wholly without effect* In addition to such
general edicts, a laige number of individual Christians and Jews
in the towns were able to improve their position by securing
European nationality or protected status and so enjoying the
privileges of the * Capitulations *.

Moreover, in this century a number of European Powers pressed
their daim to possess a special position ia regard to the Sultan's
Christian subjects. From the sixteenth century onwards, the
French Government had possessed, thanks to its usually friendly
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